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P.N.E.U. NATURAL HISTORY CLUBS. 

By F. Blogg. 


Of St. Francis of Assisi it is written that, in spite of th 
strict vow of holy poverty which he had taken, “ h e to] ! 
the brother that did the garden not to dig the whole of th e 
ground for eatable herbs only, but to leave some part of ' 
for green herbs that in their due time produce Broth ^ 
flowers for the love of Him that is called the Flower of 
Field and the Lily of the Valley. Yea, he said that Broth 6 
Gardener ought always to make a fair little garden in ^ 
part of the garden-land, setting and planting therein of^n 
sweet-smellmg herbs and of all herbs that do brine forth 
fair flowers, so that in their time they might invite th 8 [ h 

did look upon the herbs and flowers To \ he f ‘ ? 
whence we that were with him did ereatlv ^ 

and ,r UtWardly as k " ere all things created ■■ ^ 

»* e can well imap'inp u ^ 

inwardly and outwardly at the luxury^” re J oice 

bt - Francis’ decree. In th*' ■ F accor ded to them by 
the pleasure of cultivating and ^ hmited existences 
herbs and fair flowers can"hardlv ^ Sight ° f green 

! edge that these beautiful tlW es fmated. The know- 
rough t to perfection without^ ^ looked u P on and 
B o °;r m SLrions colour and "* that . U Was no harm t0 
of bp 61 ” 8 fl ° VVerS should be allow e f qU1Slte forn F and that 
utility or o a f nd giving “ beauty " alone ^ th ® purpose 
led broth eCeSSlty ’ must have had th ^ U ° thou ^ ht of 
Praise the j Ta that Iooke d upon" the C t GSIred efteCt ’ and 
Valley ” d ’ the Flower of th t ’ by easy ste P s “ to 

The^ s pirit fc ° f «>e Field and Lily of the 

°f Nature dp ° f . St Fra nci s 0 f old i 

Ideas an d \ V0 S p Ue tbe centuries n, m re ^ at ' on to the world 

giVG t0 the cWu tHe Same spirit hat t, Separate us from his 
reverence f 0r a] j Cren of to-d ay _ t u lch . We would gladly 

. at spirit which r Cr , eated things a 6 Spint of love and 

1U e bir ds as sist° U ^ Speak of the ? lmate and inanimate, 
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regard to education lavs oreat 

of keeping alive in chM,^^"££ ^ 

its kinship with the natural w„ r ?d rlt ^ \V k "° t ; ed f * 

rivers, trees, animals and flowers are to children a suW 
of ever-increasing wonder and speculation, and what we 
desire, who have the question of the right guidinv a^d 
training of the young eager mind so much at hefrt fs 
above all things to make this power of wonder, this spirit of 
enquiry, a durable and life-long possession, so that whatever 
else may fail the children in the course of years the love and 
healing of Nature may be a priceless treasure to them for 
ever. Our enthusiasms are surely things we should endeavour 
to preserve, and the enthusiasm for Nature must be recog- 
nised by all as one of the great factors at work in the cause 
of education, one of those quickening impulses which help 
to make the task of training and teaching an ever living and 
growing privilege. With such enthusiasms there is no dead 
letter of utility or expediency in questions of education. 

In order to carry out our principles, however inadequately, 
certain branches of the P.N.E.U. have formed Natural 
History Clubs so that some sort of systematic and continuous 
work might be accomplished, and the interest of the children 
stimulated and encouraged by the means of many working 
together towards some definite end. I have therefore collected 
a few facts about clubs started by branches of the Union and 
the work done in the past year, hoping that other branches 
may be induced to start similar clubs, and to give to the 
children that initial impulse which shall lead them later on to 
really love and study Nature for themselves. 

I have received programmes or short reports from the 
following branches : Reading, Leeds, Ipswich, Bournemouth, 
Darlington, Wakefield, Dulwich, Richmond, Woodford and 
Brondesbury, and there are seven or eight other branches in 
which clubs have been established but of which I have had 
no report. The clubs differ very much in regard to numbers, 
but the methods of working are more or less on the same 
lines. All seem to be in a state of activity that promises 
well for future work, and should be a source ot encouragement 
to those whose task of forming a club is only just beginning 

The club at Reading is the largest, and is particular y 
indebted for its success to its enthusiastic secretai\, 
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Hart Davis. A lecture to children is given about once a 
month, and there are many country walks and excursions 
which wisely have always some definite object in view. Ihe 
Annual Exhibition, held on December ist, 1900, was most 
encouraging, and the number and variety of exhibits quite 
surprising. It was not difficult to see how the children had 
enjoyed the work of collecting, drawing, painting or writing. 
This club also publishes a magazine, entitled The Children's 
Quarterly , which would prove of great assistance in the 
systematic and organized working of any Natural History 
Club and which might with advantage be adopted as a general 
and connecting link for other clubs worked by other branches 
of the P.N.E.U. 


ine Leeds club has also done excellent and interesting 
\v°rk. A lecture to the children takes place each month. 
Miss Simpson, the able organizer of the club, writes, “My 
great aim is to do some really satisfactory work. On our 
walks we have some definite object of study, though of course 
minor matters may crop up incidentally. I am always trying 
o cultivate continuity of observation, watching the seedlings 
° spring develop into the plants of summer, the plants of 
w T er npen ,nto the fruits of autumn, etc. The lecture and 
indicateThat°,- me both absolutel y necessary; the lecture to 
to discover wha^Th^ ° bservation > a "d the walk 
are therefore^ 2 T t0 ° bSerVe -” The lecture and walks 

simple! pecS Of T °" ‘ he other - and daaI with 

in June!-p ! e ° f N eits e ” S " C P “ “Trees 

nortfnliL 1 • ’ Pre Paration for Winter ” etc A 
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meeting and exhibition is held. This exhibition consists of 
collections of flowers, leaves, grasses, fossils, etc. ; Nature 
Note-books ; fruits, etc., modelled in clay. 

In London, in the nature of things, it is more difficult to 
carry on a club successfully, but in spite of difficulties a good 
deal has been accomplished. Regular meetings are held at 
Woodford, Dulwich, Richmond and Brondesbury, where the 
same plan of a country ramble with an occasional lecture has 
been followed. 

In all cases grateful thanks are due to those real experts 
and naturalists who have been generous enough to find time 
and opportunity to help the young beginners, and who, by 
their knowledge of and enthusiasm for the subject, have 
inspired both young and old to further efforts, especially by 
their assistance at the initial stages in the formation of 
the clubs. 

The Annual Exhibition of Nature work done in connection 
with the P.N.E.U., will be held in London in May, at the 
same time as the Conference, and I would therefore remind 
all interested in the subject that this is an opportunity for all 
to meet upon a common ground of interest, to see what has 
been done, what may be done in future, to receive a fresh 
source of inspiration, and suggestions for new methods and 
aims of work. 

The fact that so much has been done already by various 
branches, very often in the face of difficulties and disappoint- 
ments, ought to be a very real source of encouragement to 
those who feel how necessary and delightful a thing it is 
to be able to give the children a real impulse in the direction 
of the study of natural history. A club of this kind is a 
very ready means of maintaining systematic and accurate 
work, and is of the greatest interest to the children, who 
rejoice in the fact that there are many others besides them- 
selves to whom the book of Nature is still a secret, and who 
like themselves are beginning to spell out the words. We 
hear a good deal nowadays about illusions and disil usions, 
but at any rate in the study of Nature there can be no ears 
of this sort. There is an enthusiasm which need never wear 
thin, for it holds within itself the truth that St. hranus saw 
of old, for it invites “ them that do look upon the herbs an 
flowers to praise the Lord/’ 


